Fulton Avenue HealthCare

72 Fulton Avenue, Suite 300

Hempstead, NY  11550

Phone: 516-385-2920

Nurse Practitioner Independent Contractor Agreement

This Agreement made this _________________ day of _______________, 2002, by and between Fulton Avenue HealthCare, hereinafter referred to as “the Company” and __________________________________________, an individual, hereinafter referred as “the Nurse Practitioner”.

Recitals

1. The company is a for-profit family health center.

2. The Nurse Practitioner is an individual certified to practice in New York State.

3. The company is a health care center that serves the needs of the Hempstead and surrounding communities.  The purpose is to improve the health of all persons who present for care by providing comprehensive, family focused physical, social, and mental health services.

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1.  The company, through the nurse practitioner, within his/her scope of practice, will provide the following services: health promotion/health prevention/health maintenance activities to include general primary health care; mental health, psychosocial, and family education and counseling; drug and alcohol prevention education, identification of those in need of community social services; sexuality education and counseling, gynecological exams and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases; AIDS education and counseling; nutrition education and weight reduction; health education; routine physical exams (including sports and DOT physicals); diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic illnesses; referrals for illnesses and injuries not suitable for treatment in the clinic; pregnancy testing, early periodic screening and developmental testing; case management and support services for preventing complications for those with chronic health problems and special needs.  

The Nurse Practitioner agrees as follows:

2. The Nurse Practitioner has been retained by the company to provide health care services to its clients, as an independent contractor for the purpose of providing the above mentioned services within the office, to outside agencies, and/or for home visits on an on-call basis. 

3. The Nurse Practitioner will invoice the company on the 1st and 15th of every month for hours worked and will maintain a log of hours worked within the clinic. 

4.  The Nurse Practitioner will supply his/her own tools and examination instruments to include otoscope, ophthalmoscope, stethoscopes, reflex hammer, etc).

5.  The Nurse Practitioner will maintain a current NYS license as a Registered Professional Nurse, NYS Certification as a Nurse Practitioner, a valid DEA number, current malpractice insurance, current CPR as well as valid drivers license and current auto insurance (if performing home and/or outside agency visits) 

6. The Nurse Practitioner will submit a copy of his/her business or “DBA” certificate. 

7.  The Nurse Practitioner will pay his/her own state and federal taxes, FICA, Social Security, Medicare, workers’ compensation, and unemployment insurance.  As an independent contractor, the nurse practitioner is not entitled to any fringe benefits, such as unemployment insurance, medical insurance, pension plans, or other such benefits that may be offered to regular employees by the company.  The Nurse Practitioner will pay all automobile expenses related to home/agency visits. 

8.  The Nurse Practitioner will submit a copy of his/her NYS Nurse Practitioner certification, National Certification (if applicable), malpractice insurance, DEA number, Medicare/Medicaid numbers, NYS Child Abuse and Infection Control certificates, drivers license, auto insurance and a physical examination to include PPD (or chest x-ray if applicable), Varicella and MMR titers to this office within 2 weeks of the signing of this agreement or before working in this office. The Nurse Practitioner will provide.

9. The nurse practitioner agrees to direct and assist the medical assistants and/or office manager in order to provide safe, effective and continued care to patients. 

10. The nurse practitioner will maintain quality documentation of care provided pursuant to the nationally published Medicare Evaluation and Management Documentation Guidelines as well as the established documentation practices of the company and other insurance companies with whom the company contracts.

11. The nurse practitioner agrees to return all charts, monies and information from outside agencies or home visits to the company within twenty-four (24) hours of the patient visit.   

12. The nurse practitioner agrees, in the course of this relationship, to maintain all proprietary information in strictest confidence and will not divulge this information to any others in the health care industry at any time or in any manner without the express written consent of the company. 

13. The nurse practitioner agrees that no copies will be made or retained of any written information, written notes, patient charts, photographs, or memoranda without the express knowledge and written consent of the company.

The Company agrees as follows:

14. 
 The company agrees to pay the Nurse Practitioner per hour at a rate of ___________, payable on a bi-weekly basis.  The company agrees to mail payments to the Nurse Practitioner if so requested.  

15. The company agrees to maintain the physical plant in safe working order.

16.
 The company shall arrange and pay for disposal of hazardous waste, compliance with state and federal requirements for health centers and laboratories, security, utilities, cleaning and durable medical equipment and supplies.

17.  The company will maintain storage and confidentiality of medical records to the extent required by state and federal law.

18. The company will bill for services provided by the nurse practitioner.

Jointly the parties agree to:

19.








Adhere to strict confidentiality in all matters of business practice and patient care. 

20.  Establish procedures to adopt protocols and standards to evaluate quality and appropriateness of care provided at the company.

21.  Work cooperatively to generate reports and analyses required as a condition of any funding of the company and submit to each other data and other information required by regulatory or funding agencies.

22.  Work in concert to ensure compliance with all regulatory requirements relating to clinical services.

23.  Work in concert by participating in any current research projects within the company.

Term and termination:

24. This agreement shall become effective on the date above and will continue for a period of 6 months.  This agreement will automatically renew itself every 6 months as long as both parties agree.

25.  Either party may terminate this agreement upon the material default of the other party, provided that the party in default is given at least five (5) business days notice of intention to terminate and fails to cure the default, or, if the default is such that it cannot be cured with five (5) business days, fails to undertake substantial efforts to begin cure and to continue such efforts until the default is cured.  For this purpose, “business day” is defined, as a day the company is open for regular business 

26. Either party may terminate this agreement for any cause by giving the other party one (1) months written notice.

27. If the parties agree that there are irreconcilable differences regarding the standard of care to be upheld at the company, either party may give the other party thirty (30) business days notice of termination.

28. Either party may terminate this agreement immediately if its performance becomes impossible, and is expected to remain impossible for an indefinite period of time, as a result of a cause described in clause 34.

Administrative and legal matters:

29. The company shall hold title to any equipment purchased by it. The Nurse Practitioner shall hold title to any equipment purchased by him/her.  

30. The parties shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations that are applicable to the operation of the company as well as federal and state laws governing nurse practitioner practice. 

31. Amendments to this agreement must be stated in writing and executed by the authorized officers of the company and the nurse practitioner.

32. The relationship between the company and the nurse practitioner is that of independent contractor.  Nothing in this agreement shall be deemed to create or constitute a partnership, joint venture, employment, or agency relationship between parties.

33.   This agreement is not assignable, in whole or in part, by either party without the prior written consent of the other party.

34.   This agreement, the rights and obligations of the parties, and any claim or dispute arising from this agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the Laws of New York State.

35.   Neither party shall have liability for breach of contract or delay in performance of its contractual responsibilities if the party is unable to perform required services under this agreement as the result of performance becoming impossible due to governmental regulation, request or order, or due to circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the party, including without limitation, acts of GOD, flood, fire, accident, labor strike, war or civil disobedience, inability to obtain supplies, or interruption of utility services, where such circumstances make it impossible to perform or to perform in a timely manner. 
 

In Witness thereof, the parties, by their undersigned representatives, have caused this agreement to be executed.

_________________________________________





   




                                         ______________________________

Company Representative


















































                                                                             Date

_________________________________________                                              _______________________________

Nurse Practitioner
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